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Joy and Suffering 
  Brothers and Sisters; Now I rejoice in my sufferings for 
your sake and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 
the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is the 
Church…Colossians 1:24.             
  The world tells us that the goal of our life should be 
happiness. This same world has plenty of advice as to how 
I should achieve this, most of it involving spending money 
and surely to avoid suffering.  Another word for happiness 
is “JOY” and Saint Paul uses a form of it here. He rejoices 
in suffering. How can suffering and joy go together? Paul 
gives a hint, which a few hundred years later Saint Francis 
of Assisi filled out.  As St Francis spoke to his companion, 
Brother Leo of “perfect joy.”  If upon reaching their 
destination they were to be rejected, called names, 
beaten and tossed aside and if they bore it all in peace and 
mercy, joined to the sufferings of Christ, perfect joy would 
be theirs. Joy then, for both Paul and Francis, is rooted in 
nothing but Jesus.  
  In the dictionary it is listed as strong feelings of great 
happiness, delight joyfully. How do you express your joy? 
When you are given some suffering or pain do you call it 
perfect joy?  Could we or are we able to look at our 
suffering in a different way? I am sure it will take some 
time to change.  
  I hope you are all having a peace filled summer and doing 
some fun things with family and friends as time is going so 
fast and soon the nice warm days will be gone. 

Sr Georgine Larson osf, spiritual assistant 

Year of Mercy: Admonish Sinners 
Prayer: 

  Loving God, Our lives are filled with the magnificence of Your works! 
Still, we often forget to recognize Your activity in the wonders of Your 
creation. Through our own sinfulness, we fail to make present Your Reign.  
Help us ‘to encourage one another and build one another up‘ so that we 
may all grow in our love for You and our neighbor.  Give us the wisdom to 
listen to each other, and admonish with gentleness and only out of love.  
Help us to be open to the words of others who love us enough to challenge 
us to be the persons You created us to be.  We pray this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 Earning the right to admonish 
  “You have a piece of spinach in your teeth!” 
This may seem like a silly example, but perhaps it contains an insight into 
the Spiritual Work of Admonishing Sinners. If the big boss of your company, 
or principal, or perhaps a famous speaker beginning a parish talk started 
talking with a piece of spinach stuck in his/her teeth, would you say 
anything? Some folks would not if other people were present. Some would 
be too embarrassed to say anything even if alone with the VIP. If s/he were 
a close friend however… 

 Stop judging, that you may not be judged 
  Jesus said, “Stop judging, that you may not be judged. For as you judge, 
so will you be judged, and the measure with which you measure will be 
measured out to you. 
  Admonishing is less about judging and more about calling each other to 
holiness. The word admonish comes from the Latin admonēre: to remind, 
give advice to, … warn. It is a merciful thing to do, not a judgmental thing 
to do. This is especially true if we have earned the right to admonish by 
loving each other, listening to and knowing each other (so we truly know 
when and how to admonish), and being open to heeding our own words.  
  It can also mean giving words of encouragement, calling each other to 
‘keep the faith’ in the face of many challenges to us as Catholic Christians. 
As Fr. Ken Omernick said about Jesus, “He ate with them, he forgave them, 
he helped them see what was best in them, inviting them to do things they 
never thought they were capable of doing. He inspired them.” 
  Although person to person admonishing is usually done with discretion 
and in the privacy of a comfortable space, from a broad view, admonishing 
is a communal activity building up the entire Body of Christ.  
  Closing Prayer: 
  Tender God, You call us all to holiness, to be the People you have created 
us to be. Give us a spirit of charity and gentleness to be open to the words 
of others, and to be able to offer words to others, so that we can do our 
part to make your Reign present on earth. We ask you this as we pray the 
words Your Son gave to us: 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

Patty Commerford ofs, minister 

Our Lady of Sorrows   For a while there were two 
feasts in honor of the Sorrowful Mother: one going 
back to the 15th century, the other to the 17th century. 
For a while both were celebrated by the universal 
Church: one on the Friday before Palm Sunday, the 
other in September. Many early Church writers 
interpret the sword as Mary's sorrows, especially as she 
saw Jesus die on the cross. Thus, the two passages are 
brought together as prediction and fulfillment. St. 
Ambrose in particular sees Mary as a sorrowful yet 
powerful figure at the cross. Mary stood fearlessly at the 
cross while others fled. Mary looked on her Son's 
wounds with pity, but saw in them the salvation of the 
world. As Jesus hung on the cross, Mary did not fear to 
be killed but offered herself to her persecutors. 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
St Otto’s Hearthside Room – July 12, 2016 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt & Sr 
Georgine Larson.  Guests: Kim Pappas & Kathy Taormina. 
  Minister Patty Commerford opened the meeting with 
prayers from The Ritual.  Sr Georgine read a reflection from 
Living Faith. 
  Minutes of the May 10th meeting were read and approved.  
Treasurer’s report May 10 to June 14, 2016: 
Beginning balance:    $1,705.71 
Receipts:  Common Fund           62.00 
                    India Family                         9.00 
Interest:                                            .08 
Disbursements:                 .00 
Ending balance:   $1,776.79 
Treasurer’s report June 14 to July 12, 2016: 
Beginning balance:  $1,776.79 
Receipts:  Common Fund         87.00 
                    India Family           5.00 
Interest:               .07 
Disbursements:                            .00 
Ending balance:  $1,868.86 
Approval of bills for $13.21 and $50.00. 
  The Queen of Peace Region per capita will increase by 
$5.00 to $55.00 in 2017. 
  The Regional Minister, Kim Pappas and Spiritual Assistant, 
Kathy Taormina reviewed our records and asked questions 
about our activities.  They announced an upcoming 
Formation workshop to be held on Saturday, August 13, 
2016 at St Bonaventure Church, Bloomington.  Cost is $30 
per person.  Members who will attend are Patty 
Commerford, Jan Rybaski and Kathy Hoffman Tax. 
  The Fall Gathering will be sponsored by St Leonard of Port 
Maurice Fraternity, Minneapolis to be held at St Austin’s 
Church, North Minneapolis. 
  Closing prayers from The Ritual led by Patty at 5:50 PM. 
  Gathering in the Hearthside Room-St Otto’s-6:00 PM. 
Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, Char 
VanRisseghem, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Janet Berendt, Rita 
Vosen, Beverly Nouis and Sr Georgine Larson.  Excused 
members: Leona Mattock, Pam Geyer, Karen Gross, Elvira 
Stumpf, Kay Voegtle, Collette Peterson.  Absent members: 
David Czech & Sue Zenzen.  Guest: Kim Pappas and Kathy 
Taormina.   
  Following a bag lunch, the Regional Visitation team led a 
prayer for the Pastoral and Fraternal Visit.  Liturgy of the 
Hours led by Kathy Hoffman Tax.  The Gospel readings for 
next Sunday were read with discussion questions to follow.   
Upcoming events:   
Bingo at Nouis Place-July 20 at 2:00PM 
Pot Luck at Camillus Place-August 16 at 5:00PM 
Patriotic Rosary, St Joseph, Pierz-September 16 at 12:30PM 
Mass for Secular Franciscans, St Joseph, Pierz-Oct 14 8:30AM 
Oasis Share a Meal at First Lutheran-Nov 3 at 5:00PM 
Cookies to share-Dec 13 
Spring Retreat at St Francis Convent-April 22, 2107 
   Speaker: Fr Daniel Horan, OFM 
 
Closing prayer by the Visitation Team at 8:00 PM. 

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 

Calendar of Events 
August 2016 
3rd-birthday-Kay Voegtle 
4th-St John Vianney 
5th-birthday-Claudia Barnier 
The Dedication of the Basilica of St Mary Major 
6th-birthday-David Czech 
The Transfiguration of the Lord 
9th- GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader: Leona Mattock 
Prayer: Liturgy of the Hours 
St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) 
11th-St Clare 
15th-The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
16th-pot luck at St Camillus Place 5PM 
26th-birthday-Sr Georgine Larson 
27th-St Monica 
29th-The Passion of St John the Baptist 
September 2016 
3rd-St Gregory the Great 
4th-profession anniversary-Ann Lochner, Beverly Nouis, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Kay Voegtle 
8th-The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9th-profession anniversary-Claudia Barnier, Jan Rybaski, 
Sue Zenzen 
12th-profession anniversary-Lorraine Burns, Irene 
Gaebel, Elvira Stumpf 
13th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader: Sr Georgine 
Prayer: Liturgy of the Hours 
14th-profession anniversary-David Czech 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15th-Our Lady of Sorrows 
21st-St Matthew 
23rd-St Padre Pio 
29th-Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
 
 PADRE PIO   On Sept. 23, the Catholic Church remembers 
the Italian Franciscan priest St. Pio of Pietrelcina, better 

known as "Padre Pio" and known for his suffering, humility 

and miracles. The man later known by these names was 
originally named Francesco Forgione, born to his parents 

Grazio and Maria in 1887. His parents had seven children, two 

of whom died in infancy. They taught the five surviving 

children to live their faith through daily Mass, family prayer of 
the rosary, and regular acts of penance. Francesco had already 

decided at a young age to dedicate his entire life to God. At 

age 10, he felt inspired by the example of a young Capuchin 

Franciscan, and told his parents: "I want to be a friar – with a 
beard." Francesco's father spent time in America, working to 

finance his son's education so he could enter the religious life. 

On Jan. 22, 1903, Francesco donned the Franciscan habit for 

the first time. He took the new name Pio, a modernized Italian 
form of "Pius," in honor of Pope St. Pius V. He made his 

solemn vows four years later, and received priestly ordination 

in the summer of 1910. Shortly after, he first received the 

Stigmata – Christ's wounds, present in his own flesh. Along 
with these mystical but real wounds, Padre Pio also suffered 

health problems that forced him to live apart from his 

Franciscan community for the first six years of his priesthood. 

By 1916 he managed to re-enter community life at the Friary 
of San Giovanni Rotondo, where he lived until his death. He 

handled many duties as a spiritual director and teacher, 

covering for brothers drafted into World War I. 

 
 

 


